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Time‐saving	tip	for	labeling:	Syntax	
 
Syntax files let you make some adjustments to tasks without having to go through all the clicking again 
and again. 
 
For example, here’s the syntax to label educational attainment in our file: 
 
value labels SCHL 
01 'None' 
02 'Nursery school to grade 4' 
03 'Grade 5 or grade 6' 
04 'Grade 7 or grade 8' 
05 'Grade 9' 
06 'Grade 10' 
07 'Grade 11' 
08 'Grade 12 no diploma' 
09 'High school graduate' 
10 'Some college but no degree' 
11 'Vo/Tech/Bus school degree' 
12 'Associate degree in college' 
13 'Bachelor's degree' 
14 'Master's degree' 
15 'Professional school degree' 
16 'Doctorate degree' 
 
 
You can save these files to use later. To run them go to RUN | ALL. 
 
Let’s create a syntax file to label the field called CIT (citizenship): 
 
Go to FILE | NEW | SYNTAX  
 
Type the following into the box: 
 
value labels CIT 
1 'Born in the U.S' 
2 'Born in Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or the Northern Marianas' 
3 'Born abroad of American parents' 
4 'U.S. citizen by naturalization' 
5 'Not a citizen of the U.S.' 
 
Save your file as CIT_LABELS. Then go to RUN | ALL.   
 
Some government agencies that output data in SPSS format also include syntax files, which will save you 
lots of time getting your data organized. 
 
When you have a lot of labels to add and you have an electronic version of your records layout, you can 
use Excel and syntax to make it go a little faster. 
 
Our record layout was in an Excel spreadsheet and had the following columns for educational attainment: 
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Click OK and the scatterplot appears in the Output window. 
 
 

Each point represents a school.  Its location on the graph indicates its poverty rate (on the X axis) and 
average test score (on the Y axis).  See how the points follow a pattern: As the percent poor increases, the 
average test score declines.  So, we’re on the right track thinking family income is related to test scores. 
 
We can draw a line to represent the pattern.  Click on the scatterplot in the Output viewer and right-click 
on the mouse. Choose SPSS Chart Object, Open.  The chart editor pops up.  In that editor, select Chart, 
Options. Under Fit Line, check the box next to Total. Click OK. 
 
Voila, SPSS draws a line that follows the pattern of the points.  This is called the regression line. It is the 
line that best fits all the points on the graph. Still, we don’t know how accurate the line is – that is, how 
well does it describe the relationship between family income and test scores? 
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